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Established in 2008, Dongseo University s Department of Intemational Studies(DIS)
is the first all-English department in the Busan area. The DIS offers four years of
English-only instruction in a range of subject areas relevant to our global age:
intemational relations, intemational economics and intemational marketing and
business. Students are therefore able to specialize in the area in which they are
especially interested.

Because all instruction is in English, the DIS welcomes applicants who can
already demonstrate some degree of proficiency in the language. Students who
have struggled in high school with English will find these courses too difficult;
they are encouraged to apply to different departments instead. This does not
mean, however, that good English skills are enough to ensure good grades in
the DIS. Students who want to improve their English but are not interested in
intemational affairs will do better in the English department.

The DIS encourages students to think critically and for themselves, and to
participate actively in class discussion. We are less interested in fostering a
group spirit than in making sure that each student fulfills his or her academic
potential. Students who would rather engage in social networking than study are
not welcome in the DIS. The department is alcohol-free, which is to say that it
does not organize or encourage any activities involving alcohol(We do not, for
example, participate in the so-called yebi daechak before the first semester).
English-only departments of intemational studies are already popular in the Seoul
area, but many in Busan still wonder what can be done with such a degree. Our
first graduates quickly found good jobs, because they had acquired good
enough English skills to be highly competitive on the local and national job
market. We also consider a DIS education an ideal foundation for students
wishing to pursue graduate studies in the United States or other foreign
countries. Because our classes are small, and our professors American, we can
offer students plenty of individual guidance in their effort to gain admission into
foreign graduate schools.
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